CONFESSIONAL

But from the later work we get the t's crossed, so
to speak, and the dots on the is.

Tolstoi's private secretary, Boulgakov, kept a
journal and noted in it everything that happened
of any importance at Yasnaia Poliana, partial'
larly in the last year 1910 from June till that Oc-
tober night when Tolstoi fled from his home only
to perish miserably among strangers a few days
later.

The ground of the quarrel is given at length,
though it does not appear sufficient to justify the
tragic outcome. It appears that Tolstoi had con*
fidecJ his "Memoirs" from 1900 on to his friend
Tchertkov and Madame Tolstoi insisted on hav-
ing them. Boulgakov begins by speaking of
Madame Tolstoi's hysteria and insane jealousy of
Tchertkov: "There were constant disputes,1' he
says, "and terrible scenes ever since Tchertkov
had invited Tolstoi to pay him a visit and had not
included Madame Tolstoi in his invitation or at
least had not treated her with sufficient courtesy;
had neglected to assure her, for instance, that she
would have a room entirely for herself."

As soon as Tolstoi returned to Yasnaia from
Tchertkov's place, Madame Tolstoi gave vent to
her hysterical irritation against her husband.
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